
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

MARINETTE COUNTY TIMBER SALE CONTRACT # 
 
This Contract is entered into by and between Marinette County (County) and__________________________________ 
(Purchaser) for the purpose of harvesting timber located on property owned by Marinette County.  County sells and Purchaser 
agrees to purchase, cut and remove timber specifically described in this contract or marked for cutting on the sale area which is 
identified or described in the maps or diagrams attached to and made part of this contract. 
 
 CONTRACTING PARTIES 
 

 1.  In this contract, County and Purchaser include their respective officers, employees, agents, directors, subcontractors, assignees, 
partners, heirs, members and servants.  The primary agent of the County is the County Forest Administrator.  Any reference to 
Administrator also includes Administrator designee,  
 

2. If Purchaser ceases to exist, in fact or by law, County may immediately terminate this contract and without waiving any remedies 
available to it, perform the contract. 

 

 CONTRACT PERIOD, EXTENSIONS, VIOLATIONS and TERMINATION 
 3.  No logging operations, including the cutting of timber and road or landing construction, may be started on the premises until this 
contract is signed, the sale has been shown and permission has been granted to commence operations. 
 
 4.  Cutting will continue with reasonable diligence so that all logging operations will be completed no later than (insert date). 
                                                                       Purchaser shall notify Administrator when the operation has been completed. 
 
 5.  Limited extension of the contract period may be granted only upon written application to Administrator and governing committee.  If 
granted, prices may be changed in accordance with County policy.  The contract period, including extensions, should not exceed four 
(4) years. 
 
 6.  Upon receipt by Purchaser of written notice from Administrator specifying a breach of any condition of the contract, all operations 
shall cease forthwith, and continued occupancy shall be considered a trespass.  Operations may not be resumed without written 
authorization from Administrator. 
 
 7. Administrator shall be the sole judge as to whether Purchaser is in compliance with conditions of this contract. 
 
  8. Field enforcement of timber sale contracts will be the responsibility of Administrator. Administrator will attempt to resolve inadvertent 
or minor violations by verbal contact with Purchaser.  Administrator may immediately verbally suspend logging operations if a serious or 
emergency situation arises.  The suspension will be followed by written notice to the Purchaser stating the nature of the violation. This 
contract may be terminated for breach of any condition by giving Purchaser five (5) day written notice of pending Committee action.  The 
Committee, in consultation with legal counsel, may consider, but is not limited to the following remedies: 
 -Charge double stumpage 
 -Charge up to $1000 per load for unscaled wood leaving the sale 
 -Place Purchaser on no bid list for 2 years 
 -Charge for actual damages 
 -Suspend contract 
 -Retain all deposits 
 -Take possession and ownership of cut forest products on the sale 
 -Refer to District Attorney for prosecution 
 PERFORMANCE BOND 

 
 9.  Purchaser has provided a cash deposit, or acceptable performance bond, or irrevocable letter of credit in the amount of  
  twenty-five percent (25%) of Purchaser’s total bid price  which is (insert dollar amount)                                    to be held until all 
conditions of the  contract have been completed to the satisfaction of Administrator. Based on a breach of this contract, at the discretion 
of Administrator all or a portion of the performance bonds filed by Purchaser with County shall be forfeited.   Administrator shall provide 
written notice to Purchaser of any decision related to performance bond forfeiture.   Purchaser may appeal the performance bond 
forfeiture decision by providing written notice to Administrator within ten (10) days of notice of forfeiture of Purchaser’s desire to appeal. 
Purchaser will be given minimally five (5) days advance written notice of the committee meeting during which Purchaser may appeal the 
forfeiture decision.  
-Before returning any or all of the bond to Purchaser, Administrator shall have up to ninety (90) days from the time notice is received of 
the completion date or termination date, whichever occurs first, to inspect the premises to determine if the contact has been 
satisfactorily performed. -In addition to exercising any of its rights under the performance bond, or in connection with this clause, or the 
deposit, the Committee may also seek actual damages and other remedies available to it under the law or this contract. 
  



 
 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 
10.  MODIFICATIONS - Subject to Committee approval none of the terms of this contract shall be varied or modified except in writing by 
the Administrator.  The Purchaser shall notify the Surety, if any, of any such changes or amendment. 
 
11.  ASSIGNMENT - This contract shall not be assigned in part or in whole. 
      
12.  LIABILITY - The Purchaser agrees to protect, indemnify, and save harmless County or its agents from and against any and all 
causes of actions, claims, demands, suits, liability or expense by reason of loss or damage to any property or bodily injury to any 
person, including death, as a direct or indirect result of timbering operations or in connection with any action or omission of Purchaser.  
Furthermore, the Purchaser shall defend the Committee in any such cause of action or claim. 
 
13.  DESIGNATED TIMBER - All and only timber marked or designated for cutting on the premises shall be cut whether it be more or 
less than the volume listed herein. 
 
14.  TITLE TO PRODUCTS - Title to any and all forest products cut under this contract shall remain with County until the products are 
scaled and stumpage is paid.  Title to all products remaining on the sale area longer than one year beyond the date of final scale shall 
revert to Marinette County. 
 
15.  CULVERTS - Only culverts approved by Marinette County may be used on county land.  Marinette County will provide culverts to 
cross streams or drainages.  At the discretion of Administrator culverts may be required to be removed and returned to County. 
 
16.  ACCESS - Legal access to the is provided by County.  Additional access desired by Purchaser is the responsibility of Purchaser. 
 
17.  INSECTS - The Administrator, at his/her discretion, may temporarily suspend logging operations to prevent insect or disease 
outbreaks. 
 
18.  TRAILS - All recreation trails are to be kept open and not blocked in any manner.  Trails shall be clearly of slash and logging debris 
on a daily basis. Care shall be exercised to minimize trail damage by heavy equipment or trucks.  Snowmobile trails shall not be plowed 
to bare ground and a base layer of four to six inches of snow should remain on trails. 
 
19.  REMOVAL OF PRODUCTS - No forest products shall be removed from the premises until paid for or guarantees for payment 
satisfactory to the Administrator are provided. 
 
20.  TIMBER DAMAGE - Unmarked or undesignated trees cut or damaged through carelessness, negligence or intention shall be paid 
for at double the stumpage rate specified or at a rate to be determined by Administrator, if not specified. -Timber marked or designated 
on the premises which is destroyed or reduced in value as a result of Purchaser’s operation or negligence shall be paid for at the 
specified rate.  No unnecessary damage shall be done to residual timber stands and any trees bent or held down by felled trees shall be 
promptly released. 
 
21.  TRESPASS - Purchaser shall be liable for all trespasses committed by Purchaser outside of sale boundaries. 
 
22.  SITE DAMAGE - Purchaser shall be liable for unwarranted site damage as a result of logging operations and shall comply with all 
laws regarding stream crossings. 
 
23.  WASTE - Any timber wasted in tops and stumps, or not removed on termination of this contract, shall be paid for at the specified 
rate. Purchaser agrees not to commit or allow any waste or nuisance upon the premises and shall remove, to the satisfaction of 
Administrator, all solid waste, trash and debris, and clean up all oil and gas spills generated by the Purchaser. 
 
24.  SLASH - Purchaser agrees to comply with State Slash and Fire Laws, and with requests regarding forest fire prevention and 
suppression made by Administrator. 
 
25.  ROADS - The location and construction of new roads, or use of existing logging roads, is subject to advance approval by 
Administrator.  All such roads used or constructed by Purchaser shall be operated, maintained and restored prior to termination of the 
contact in a manner satisfactory to Administrator.  Logging roads that intersect town, county or state roads or highways must have these 
intersections approved by the proper authorities prior to construction and cleared of all unsightly debris at the time of construction. 
 
26.  SURVEY CORNERS - The Purchaser shall not remove, destroy, or make inaccessible land survey monuments or accessories. The 
Purchaser shall be liable for the cost of repair or replacement.  If the performance bond is insufficient to cover such cost, Section 
59.635, Wisconsin Statutes, Perpetuation of Landmarks, may be enforced. 
 
27.  STRUCTURES - No permanent residence, dwelling, permanent structure or improvement shall be established or constructed on 
the premises.  The placement of temporary structures requires the advance approval of the Administrator 



 
 
 EMPLOYMENT 
 
28. Purchaser agrees to comply with Wisconsin Worker's Compensation Act, Chapter 102, Wisconsin Statutes, and all rules 
promulgated thereunder.  A Certificate of Insurance showing proof of compliance covering the contact period and all employees on the 
sale area is required to be submitted to the County at the beginning of any work on the contract area.  Purchasers claiming an 
exemption from the Wisconsin Worker's Compensation Act must provide proof s/he is not required to carry worker’s compensation. 
 
29.  Employees and subcontractors who, on this sale or on previous state or county timber sales, have been unsatisfactory in the 
execution of their work, or their integrity, shall upon written notice  of Administrator be barred from work on the premises. 
      
30.  Purchaser agrees not to discriminate against an employee or applicant for employment because of age, race, religion, color, sex, 
handicap, physical condition, development disability or national origin. 
     
31.  Purchaser is an independent contractor and is not an employee or agent of Marinette County. 
 
 

 
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 

 
Purchaser shall ensure that at least one (1) person in the woods and actively engaged in performance of this contract and 
responsible for the contract site complies with the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) Training Standard. Criteria for the standard 
may be obtained by contacting the Forest Industry & Training Alliance (FISTA).  Purchaser agrees to provide documentation to 
Administrator the training has been attained prior to entering the premises.  
 
 
 UTILIZATION 
 
32.  STUMPS - Maximum height shall not exceed the stump diameter, except that stumps of trees less than ten (10) inches in diameter 
shall not exceed ten (10) inches in height. 
 
33.  CORDWOOD PRODUCTS - Tops shall be utilized to a four (4) inch top for all species unless stated otherwise in the contract 
specifications.                   
 
34.  SAWLOG PRODUCTS - Softwood species shall be utilized to an eight (8) inch top and hardwood species to a ten (10) inch top.      
   
35.  All merchantable wood bulldozed over during road construction must be utilized and paid for. 
 
 OPERATIONS 
 
36.  Administrator reserves the right to restrict the use of certain equipment used on the premises due to equipment size, terrain, or 
other articulated reason to prevent unnecessary damage on the timber sale. 
 
37.  No landing, yarding, milling or loading of forest products shall be permitted within two hundred (200) feet of any town, county or 
state road or highway without consent of Administrator. 
 
38. Skidding, decking, and loading trailers or trucks are prohibited within the right-of-way of any town, county or state road or highway. 
 
39.  Administrator reserves the right to establish cutting compartments and designate the sequence in which they will be cut. 
 
40.  To insure and protect Aspen regeneration in the areas where Aspen is being managed, all wood must be cut and removed with the 
Aspen. 
 
41.  Equipment or property left on the premises after ninety (90) days without permission becomes the property of Marinette County.  
Purchaser may be charged for its removal. 
 
42.  Purchaser shall notify Administrator within one week of starting or temporarily stopping the cutting operations. 
 
 SCALING & CONVERSION 
 
43.  DBH represents the tree diameter at four and a half (4 1/2) feet above the ground. 
 
44.  The Administrator may inspect trucks hauling forest products from the premises and check scale and ticket books at any time. 
 



45.  The Scribner Decimal C Log Rule shall be used for scaling logs. 
 
46.  Maximum trim allowance on sawlogs and bolts shall be eight (8) inches.  Sawlogs overrunning this allowance shall be scaled to the 
next one (1) foot of scaling measure.  Pulpwood shall be limited to 100 - inches in length. 
 
47.  Conversion of MBF (thousand board feet) to cords, or cords to MBF, shall be two and forty four hundredths (2.44) cords per MBF 
for softwoods and two and two tenths (2.20) cords per MBF for hardwoods. 
 
48.  Conversion to cords from weight for variable utilization sales will be by DNR weight conversion rates. 
  

PAYMENTS 
 
49.  Purchaser agrees to pay payments for timber removed under this contract in the amount and in accordance with the payment 
schedule and its conditions which are attached to and made part of this contract.  Payment shall be in the form acceptable to 
Administrator.  
 
The volume of timber indicated in this Contract or other appraisal or cruise documents of Administrator are estimates.  County gives no 
warranty or guarantee of quantity, quality or volume of marked or otherwise designated timber or forest products on the sale area.  
 
 
 
50.  Payments shall be made to Marinette County and sent to Marinette County Forestry & Parks, 501 Pine Street, Peshtigo, WI  54157. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________                    _______________________________________________ 
                  County Forest Administrator                                                                    Purchaser 
                      
______________________________________________                    _______________________________________________ 
                                 Date                                                                                         Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

ATTACHMENT TO TIMBER SALE CONTRACT 
 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
Cutting of bearing trees is prohibited by Wisconsin State Statutes, Section 59.635 (5) and (5m), and punishable by a fine of up to 
$1,000.00 or up to one year in prison. 
 
A bearing tree is any tree with an axe cut blaze on the stump or at chest height, or both, that is near the survey corner.  Although a blaze 
may be grown over, it is still noticeable and a valid monument. 
 
  
 
The below listed practices are not permitted on town roads: 
 

1.  Skidding down or across town roads. 
2.  Piling wood on town road right of ways.  
3.  Leaving trailers (loaded or unloaded) and other logging vehicles and/or equipment parked along town roads. 
4.  Loading trailers and trucks on town roads. 
5. Plugging town road ditches with entrance roads. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) requirements and other Guidelines:  

 
a. The Purchaser shall comply with all recommended BMPs for Water Quality guidelines as described in “Wisconsin's 

Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality” published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
publication Pub-FR-093, unless specifically provided otherwise. A copy of this publication is available upon request to the 
Committee. Purchaser's certification in Wisconsin BMP training or equivalent through a FISTA-coordinated BMP workshop 
is also required. 

 
b. The Purchaser shall comply with all recommended Forestry BMPs for Invasive Species as described in “Wisconsin’s 

Forestry Best Management Practices for Invasive Species” published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
publication Pub-FR-444-09, unless specifically provided otherwise.  A copy of this publication is available upon request to 
the Committee.  The publication can also be found at the Council on Forestry website at:  
http://council.wisconsinforestry.org/invasives/forestry  

 
c. The Purchaser shall comply with all General Guidelines as described in “Wisconsin’s Forestland Woody Biomass 

Harvesting Guidelines” published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, publication Pub- FR-435-09, unless 
specifically provided otherwise.  A copy of this publication is available upon request to the Committee.  The publication can 
also be found at the Council on Forestry website at:  http://council.wisconsinforestry.org/biomass/   

 
Individual contracts may also contain more stringent restrictions for critical areas and/or specific restoration requirements. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pete Villas 
Forestry and Parks Administrator 
 

 

 

 

http://council.wisconsinforestry.org/invasives/forestry
http://council.wisconsinforestry.org/biomass/


 

 

 

ATTACHMENT TO TIMBER SALE CONTRACT 

 

Soil Disturbance Policy 
 
Refer to Marinette County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan Chapter 925.8 Forest Soil Disturbance Guidelines on pages 900-
77 and 900-78 which in part reads: 
 

Excessive Soil Disturbance Determinations 
A soil disturbance is “excessive” if it has exceeded the threshold (see Table 1).  An area with an excessive soil disturbance requires 
special attention from a timber sale administrator (if part of a timber sale) or from county forest staff (if part of a county forest road 
system).  Excessive soil disturbances require special attention to evaluate the effect of the soil disturbance and to develop repair or 
mitigation recommendations.  Classifying a soil disturbance as “excessive” does not mandate closing of a timber sale or a forest road; 
however, actions should be taken, as appropriate, to minimize further soil disturbances. 
 
Table 1.  Interim thresholds for soil disturbances 

County Forest Infrastructure Soil disturbance are excessive if: 

  

Roads, Landings, Skid Trails and 
General Harvest Areas 

 A gully or rut is 6 inches deep or more and is resulting in channelized flow to a 
wetland, stream or lake.   

Roads, Landings, and 
Primary Skid Trails 

 In a riparian management zone (RMZ) or wetland, a gully or rut is 6 inches deep 
or more and 100 feet long or more. 

 In an upland area (outside of RMZ), a gully or rut is 10 inches deep or more and 
66 feet long or more. 

Secondary Skid Trails and General 
Harvest Areas 
 

 Gully or rut is 6 inches deep or more and 100 feet long or more 

Note:  The depth is to be measured from the original soil surface to the bottom of the depression.  If individual lug depressions are 

           visible, the depth would be measured to the lesser of the two depths (the “top” of the lug).  The length is measured from the 
           start of the “too deep” section to the end of the “too deep” section.  Measurements are not cumulative. 
 
 

Definitions and terms 
A gully is an erosion channel cut into the soil along a line of water flow. 
 
A rut is an elongated depression caused by dragging logs or by wheels or tracks of harvesting machinery, equipment or other 
vehicles.  Ruts are often exacerbated by erosion from uncontrolled storm water runoff. 
 
A primary skid trail is used for three or more passes. 
 
A secondary skid trail is used for one or two passes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete Villas 
Forestry and Parks Administrator 
 

 

 

 



TRACT NO.         
 

 
MARINETTE COUNTY FOREST TIMBER SALE CONTRACT NO. 

 
LUMP SUM SALE 

 
Administrator hereby authorizes Purchaser to cut and remove all timber marked or designated by Administrator on the 
following described lands “Premises”: 
 
 
                                                  
which are further described on the map or diagram attached and made a part of this contract.   
 
Purchaser agrees to pay to Marinette County the following prices for the timber cut: 
 
          SPECIES                   PRODUCT                     ESTIMATED                    PRICE/UNIT        TOTAL VALUE OF 
                                                      VOLUME                        ESTIMATED VOLUME 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: 
Contracts up to $5,000 – Full payment prior to logging. 
 
Contracts over $5,000 - $,5000 payment prior to logging.  The remaining balance must be paid in 1 to 4 payments blocks 
as the Contract progresses until the total amount is paid.  Minimum payments is $5,000 per payment block or the final 
balance, if less than $5,000.  The amount of the payment block will increase with the size of the contract. 
 
Payment is due upon request as payments must keep ahead of cutting on the Contract. 
 
For contracts with specific cutting units, one unit shall be paid, in full, prior cutting.  The remaining units shall be paid 
individually before cutting each unit. 
 
1. Maximum contract length shall be two (2) years. 
 
2. Failure to fully complete performance under this Contract shall result in forfeiture of the total performance bond by 
Purchaser as liquidated damages. 
 
3.  Volume to be cut is estimated and not guaranteed.  If the volume of timber exceeds the estimate, as a whole or by 
species, Purchaser has the obligation to cut and remove it.  If there is less timber than the estimate, there is no obligation 
by the County to make up the deficiency.  The timber designated or marked shall not be changed to increase the amount 
cut to the estimated amount. 
 
4. No portion of the stumpage payment shall be returned to Purchaser after award and signing of this Contract. 
 
5. Forest products and stumpage remaining on the premises at the expiration of this Contract Shall revert to ownership of 
the County. 
 
6. Hauling on the same day by from both this Contract and a scaled timber sale contract located on land owned by the 
County without prior authorization from Administrator shall be considered a repudiation of this Contract. 
                                                                                                                                             
OTHER CONDITIONS:                                                                                                                               
 

 

 



TRACT NO.         
 

 
MARINETTE COUNTY FOREST TIMBER SALE CONTRACT NO. 

 
MILL TICKET SALE 

 
Administrator hereby authorizes Purchaser to cut and remove all timber marked or designated by Administrator on the 
following described lands “Premises”: 
 
 
                                                  
which are further described on the map or diagram attached and made a part of this contract.   
 
The Purchaser agrees to pay to Marinette County the following prices for the timber cut: 
 
          SPECIES                   PRODUCT                     ESTIMATED                    PRICE/UNIT        TOTAL VALUE OF 
                                                      VOLUME                        ESTIMATED VOLUME 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Ticket books shall be issued when the contract is signed and periodically as needed.  All tickets must be accounted for.  
Unused tickets shall be returned to Administrator upon completion or termination of this Contract. 
 
2. Tickets are issued for the Contract specified on the cover of the ticket book and shall not be used on the premises of 
any other contract. 
 
3.  Lock boxes shall be placed on the premises at points convenient for Purchaser and Administrator. 
 
4. Upon request, Purchaser shall provide Administrator with a list of all destinations of wood to be removed from the 
premises.  Changes in destinations shall be reported to Administrator prior to hauling to the new destination.  By signing 
this agreement, Purchaser authorizes Administrator to audit their accounts at the various mills. 
 
5. Upon request, a list of all truckers hauling wood from the premises shall be provided to Administrator by Purchaser.  It 
shall be the responsibility of Purchaser to provide such truckers with appropriate ticket books. 
 
6. Each ticket book as three (3) copies (White, Pink, Yellow). 
 
7. Prior to each load of cut products leaving the premises, the first copy (White) must be completely filled out and 
deposited into the lock box.  The ticket shall be filled out clearly. 
 
8. Failure to deposit tickets in the lock box each time a load of cut products leaves the premises shall be considered a 
breach of contract. 
 
9. Each time a load of cut products leaves the premises, the truck driver shall have in his/her possession the second 
(Pink) copy applicable to the load. 
 
10. The second (Pink) copy shall be returned by Purchaser to Administrator along with the accompanying scale ticket 
from the mill.  Both shall be returned within fifteen (15) days of the date on the mill scale ticket. 
 
11.  The third (Yellow) copy is for the Purchaser’s records. 
 
                                                                                                                                             
OTHER CONDITIONS:                                                                                                                               
 

 

 



TRACT NO.         
 

 
MARINETTE COUNTY FOREST TIMBER SALE CONTRACT NO. 

 
SCALE SALE 

 
Administrator hereby authorizes Purchaser to cut and remove all timber marked or designated by Administrator on the 
following described lands “Premises”: 
 
 
                                                  
which are further described on the map or diagram attached and made a part of this contract.   
 
Purchaser agrees to pay to Marinette County the following prices for the timber cut: 
 
          SPECIES                   PRODUCT                     ESTIMATED                    PRICE/UNIT        TOTAL VALUE OF 
                                                      VOLUME                        ESTIMATED VOLUME 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: 
All payments are due upon receipt by Purchaser of an invoice from Administrator.  If payment is not received by the 
closing date on the invoice (30 days from date on invoice), a one and one-half (1 ½ ) percent cumulative interest penalty 
shall be added for each month, or fraction thereof that the payment is late.  In addition, Purchaser shall be required to pay 
for forest products prior to removal until all delinquent invoices have been paid in full. 
 
 
 
1. All products shall be scaled on the premises. 
 
2. All sawlogs shall be separated from pulpwood. 
 
3.  All pulpwood shall be piled for scaling.  Piles shall be level and square.  At least fifty (50) cord equivalent shall be 
decked before scale is requested. 
 
4. Sawlogs decked for scaling shall have the log legths written on the small end of each log with a log crayon.  Decks shall 
be no higher than six (6) feet. 
 
5. All wood shall remain on the premises until scaled. 
                                                                                                                                             
OTHER CONDITIONS:                                                                                                                               
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