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3000 OBJECTIVE AND POLICY 

OBJECTIVE 

To provide a quantifiable means of evaluating progress on both short and long 

term goals on the Marinette County Forest. 

 

POLICY 

Annual accomplishments will be recorded as a historical record, to assist in future 

planning, and to provide documentation for both the County, and the County 

Forest system.  This information is invaluable in addressing public, County 

Board, and other legislative inquiries on the operation of the Forest as well as 

assessing progress on goals. 

 

3100 ANNUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORTS 

A copy of an annual accomplishment report shall be prepared and provided to 

members of the County Board and to official copyholders of this Plan for 

inclusion into this chapter.   

 

This report shall include, at a minimum, the following: 

1. Timber sale accomplishments including gross and net sale receipts 

and harvest goals achieved.   

2. Timber stand improvements accomplishments. 

3. Recreation development and maintenance accomplishments 

including recreation revenues and expenses. 

4. Wildlife management accomplishments including revenues and 

expenses. 

5. Fisheries management accomplishments including revenues and 

expenses. 

6. Other accomplishments identified as “needs” in Chapter 1000. 
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3200 PAST ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

3210 TIMBER SALES 
 
3210.1 Timber  
 

The table below lists the timber sale activity by year from 1996-2005. 
 

Marinette County Forest Timber Sales 
 

  
        
 

3210.2 Non-timber forest products 

Marinette County Forest non-timber forest products permits granted 1996 – 2005. 

Birch and Maple Top Permits – Two (2) 

Bough Permits – Five (5) 

Cones/Seed Permit – One (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year # of Sales MBF Cords Acres cut Total Cord Equivalents Sales value

1996 53 399 45,221 3209 46,110 $1,216,748.54
1997 54 967 50,530 3598 52,661 $1,405,345.65
1998 49 318 37,867 3071 38,593 $1,329,689.15
1999 66 1013 47,590 3760 49,874 1,682,892.43
2000 48 619 33,828 2407 35,197 1,274,823.89
2001 76 505 55,076 3605 56,240 2,084,660.71
2002 76 892 63,323 4260 65,334 2,427,088.77
2003 76 917 50,084 3782 52,131 2,187,909.59
2004 68 866 43,095 3405 45,039 1,767,301.67
2005 86 978 53,802 3927 55,925 2,933,774.55

Total 652 7474 480,416 35,024 497,104 18,310,204.95
Average 65 747 48,042 3502 49,710 1,831,020.50
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3220 REFORESTATION 

MARINETTE COUNTY FOREST TREE PLANTING HISTORY 
1933-2010 

 

Year Seedlings  Year Seedlings  Year Seedlings 
1933 550,000  1970 95,687  2007 158,875 
1934 937,423  1971 40,920  2008 166,500 
1935 620,528  1972 65,734  2009 143,450 
1936 1,562,691  1973 55,000  2010 154,700 
1937 871,599  1974 80,000    
1938 1,152,806  1975 91,000    
1939 1,707,390  1976 54,000    
1940 4,948,961  1977 20,000    
1941 1,964,898  1978 60,010    
1942 1,959,066  1979 278,400    
1943 No Record  1980 317,838    
1944 No Record  1981 374,970    
1945 No Record  1982 149,347    
1946 399,200  1983 190,210    
1947 380,300  1984 212,549    
1948 414,000  1985 270,191    
1949 470,400  1986 216,062    
1950 827,000  1987 215,740    
1951 1,015,100  1988 266,175    
1952 904,000  1989 383,488    
1953 1,002,900  1990 370,000    
1954 368,900  1991 203,095    
1955 376,200  1992 207,918    
1956 362,100  1993 305,430    
1957 351,155  1994 362,900    
1958 358,300  1995 338,711    
1959 236,930  1996 266,425    
1960 372,890  1997 209,110    
1961 334,735  1998 159,900    
1962 294,231  1999 50,000    
1963 253,174  2000 146,270    
1964 302,670  2001 103,450    
1965 216,237  2002 126,300    
1966 181,126  2003 0    
1967 199,779  2004 125,970    
1968 121,048  2005 178,750    
1969 73,980  2006 165,000  Total 33,471,792 
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3230 TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT 

The table below shows the record of timber stand improvement work on the 

Marinette County Forest including acres treated by practice in the last ten years.                 

 

3240 RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS  

The table below lists the recreation trail mileage in the last ten years. 
 

Year Campsites ATV Snowmobile Hiking  Skiing Boat Landing 
Swimming 
Beaches 

1996 98 141.5 202.9 9.1 5.6 12 4 

1997 98 141.5 202.9 9.1 5.6 12 4 

1998 98 141.5 202.9 9.1 5.6 12 4 

1999 98 141.5 202.9 9.1 5.6 12 4 

2000 98 141.5 202.9 9.1 5.6 12 4 

2001 98 141.5 202.9 9.1 5.6 12 4 

2002 98 141.5 202.9 11.3 5.6 12 4 

2003 98 146 236.6 11.3 5.6 12 4 

2004 98 163 236.6 11.3 5.6 12 4 

2005 98 163 236.6 11.3 5.6 12 4 

Year Aspen Acres Released (Mechanical)  Red Pine Acres Released by Herbicide 

1996 480                           0 

1997 60 0 

1998 231 0 

1999 365 0 

2000 162 0 

2001 202 17 

2002 345 0 

2003 208 0 

2004 175 0 

2005   50 0 
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3250 WILDLIFE PROJECTS 

 

The table below lists the wildlife projects conducted annually on the forest. 

 

 

Year Trails 
mowed 

Barrens 
burned 

Trails  Closed 
* 

Openings 
constructed 

Openings maintained 

1996 none 60 acres 4.5 mi.          
(12 closures) 

none Information not 
avail. 

1997 18.0 
miles 

none 5.8 mi.          
(13 closures) 

none 642 acres inspected 
on 14 habitat units 

1998 none none 4.0 mi.           
(11 closures) 

none 738 acres inspected 
on 

7 habitat units 
1999 none none 1.25 mi            

(7 closures) 
none 799 acres inspected 

on 
5 habitat units 

                                     
2000 

18.0 
miles 

none 6.5 mi           
(15 closures) 

10-approx. 1 
acre per 

185 on 9 habitat     
units 

2001 none none 2.0 mi.            
(7 closures) 

10 – 
approx.1acre 

per 

92 on 6 habitat units 

2002 none 65 acres 2.25 mi.          
(9 closures) 

8 – approx. 1 
acre per 

101 on 14 habitat 
units 

2003 18.0 
miles 

none 1.0 mi.                  
(5 closures) 

30 closures 
inspected 

 

6 – approx. 1 
acre per 

373 acres inspected 
8 openings mowed 

2004 none none none none 380 acres treated 
chem. 

8 openings mowed 
2005 none none 1.0 mi.            

(3 closures) 
36 closures 
inspected 

none 275 acres treated 
chem. 

 

         *Since 1989 a total of 103.25 miles of trails have been closed with 154 berms and 9 gates. 

     In 2006, 18 mi. of trail will be mowed; 115 acre burn scheduled at the Athelstane Barrens. 

 

3300 MONITORING     
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3310 FOREST TYPES 

The table below compares the original, 1995 (last Plan), present, and future  

composition of the Marinette County Forest.   

 
 Marinette County Forest                         

Composition 
      

            
Forest Type Original 

Acres 
Original %  1995 

Acres 
1995%  2005 

Acres 
2005%  Proposed 

Acres 
Proposed % 

Aspen 96097 41.3  101905 44.8  99502 43.5  98316 42.9 
Offsite Aspen 72 0.0  72 0.1  73 0.1  73 0.1 
Bottld. Hdwd 217 0.1  235 0.1  222 0.1  222 0.1 
W. Birch 3992 1.8  2615 1.2  1577 0.7  1354 0.6 
Cedar 5899 2.7  6271 2.8  6674 2.9  4632 2.0 
Fir-Spruce 5287 2.4  3683 1.6  3102 1.4  7680 3.4 
Hem-Hdwd. 1028 0.5  1148 0.5  1061 0.5  318 0.1 
Red Maple 0 0.0  11 0.0  918 0.4  876 0.4 
N. Hdwd. 22277 10.0  23374 10.3  23430 10.2  25021 10.9 
Oak 11250 5.1  10982 4.8  11753 5.1  11010 4.9 
Scrub Oak 4087 1.8  4551 2.0  5454 2.4  4915 2.2 
Jack pine 13300 6.0  10980 4.8  9509 4.2  9013 3.9 
Red pine 11180 5.0  12057 5.3  13370 5.8  15101 6.6 
White pine 0 0.0  1619 0.7  1961 0.9  2255 1.0 
B. Spruce 3256 1.5  3225 1.4  3238 1.4  2769 1.2 
Sw.. Conifer 6015 2.7  5576 2.5  5701 2.5  4328 1.9 
Sw. Hdwd. 12419 5.6  12558 5.6  12735 5.6  12537 5.5 
NonCom Sw 7 0.0  7 0.0  6 0.0  6 0.0 
NonCom SB 81 0.1  104 0.1  95 0.1  95 0.1 
Tamarack 290 0.1  288 0.1  435 0.2  434 0.2 
Total 
Forested 

196754 88.7%  201261 88.1%  200816 88.0%  200955 88.0% 

            
True Grasses 1230 0.6  1293 0.6  849 0.4  845 0.4 
Upl. Grass 252 0.1  261 0.1  217 0.1  185 0.1 
Herb. Veg. 527 0.2  652 0.3  494  0.2  494 0.2 
Low shrub 501 0.2  486 0.2  464 0.2  464 0.2 
Indust. Area 0 0.0  73 0.1  76 0.1  76 0.1 
Parking Area 0 0.0  0 0.0  8 0.0  8 0.0 
Campground 0 0.0  31 0.0  17 0.0  17 0.0 
Picnic Area 0 0.0  0 0.0  10 0.0  10 0.0 
Marsh 6669 3.0  1312 0.0  1541 0.7  1541 0.7 
Emerg. Veg. 0 0.0  394 0.2  570 0.2  570 0.2 
Muskeg Bog 0 0.0  89 0.1  95 0.1  95 0.1 
Nonc..Grass 0 0.0  360 0.2  470 0.2  470 0.2 
Nonc. Veg. 0 0.0  17 0.0  25 0.0  25 0.0 
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Water 0 0.0  162 0.1  92 0.1  92 0.1 
Low. Brush 7621 3.4  7882 3.5  9823 4.3  9823 4.3 
Alder 4529 2.1  4496 2.0  4604 2.0  4604 2.0 
Willow 0 0.0  19 0.0  5 0.0  5 0.0 
Minor Lake 0 0.0  1319 0.6  721 0.3  721 0.3 
Minor stream 0 0.0  97 0.1  315 0.1  315 0.1 
R-O-W 0 0.0  1206 0.5  2731 1.2  2731 1.2 
Upland brush 3831 1.7  3748 1.7  3093 1.4  2990 1.4 
Rock outcrop 0 0.0  2228 1.0  1948 0.9  1948 0.9 

Total non-
forest 

25160 11.3%  26125 11.9%  28168 12.0%  28029 12.0% 

            
Total 
Property 

221,914 100%  227386 100%  228984 100%  228984 100%          

                     
 

The above table would indicate that certain types, mainly aspen and jack pine, are 

succeeding to longer-lived species such as white pine and northern hardwood on sites of 

better quality.  There is also a net loss of difficult to regenerate species such as cedar, 

white birch and hemlock, with a corresponding increase in fir-spruce.  Efforts are being 

made to increase regeneration in those species through alternate silvicultural techniques 

including thinning and soil scarification. 

 

3320 HARVESTING 

The tables below compare the harvest goals from the 1996-2005 Plan with the 

established, sold and closed data for major forest types and for all sales.   

 
                                 Marinette County Forest 

Aspen (Acres) 
YEAR NEED (from 

96-05 Plan) 

Established Sold Closed 

1996 2407 724 860 885 

1997 2351 836 776 982 

1998 2384 817 978 648 

1999 2549 593 853 937 

2000 941 677 569 688 

2001 1152 348 617 1010 
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2002 1078 504 547 885 

2003 949 348 474 569 

2004 1335 623 527 358 

2005 1441 405 394 568 

Total  16587 5875 6595 7530 

Annual 

Average 

1659 588 660 753 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack pine (Acres) 
YEAR NEED (from 

96-05 Plan) 

Established Sold Closed 

1996 1701* 413 567 343 

1997 378 449 459 173 

1998 260 289 246 562 

1999 290 546 356 306 

2000 405 493 498 178 

2001 295 403 526 670 

2002 246 467 552 534 

2003 250 360 355 598 

2004 254 412 350 343 

2005 277 336 483 303 

Total  4356 4168 4392 4010 

Annual 

Average 

436 426 434 412 
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Red Pine (Acres) 
YEAR NEED (from 

96-05 Plan) 

Established Sold Closed 

1996 2486* 561 712 623 

1997 300 590 476 445 

1998 167 566 543 605 

1999 437 803 551 392 

2000 852 635 742 361 

2001 328 1256 1037 880 

2002 689 1164 1287 899 

2003 118 860 846 1119 

2004 359 809 900 1158 

2005 254 724 716 835 

Total  5990 7968 7810 7317 

Annual 

Average 

599 797 781 732 

 

 

 

Northern Hardwood (Acres) 
YEAR NEED (from 

96-05 Plan) 

Established Sold Closed 

1996 5666* 867 846 727 

1997 1044 799 1206 1227 

1998 662 456 902 551 

1999 894 741 434 1515 

2000 1705 788 828 505 

2001 449 797 898 465 

2002 803 1108 845 1249 

2003 425 1821 1707 917 

2004 977 1319 1566 1047 
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2005 716 1036 1207 1303 

Total  13341 9732 10739 9506 

Annual 

Average 

1334 973 1074 951 

    *  includes backlog 

 

Marinette County Forest 
    All Sales (acres) 

Year Need 

(from 96-

05 Plan) 

Established Recon 

in lieu 

of Sale 

Total Sale 

activity 

Sold Closed 

*** 

1996 18312* 3221 1400** 4621 3713 3080 

1997 5081 3260 1400** 4660 3517 3553 

1998 4682 2727 2086 4813 3425 2791 

1999 5132 3097 706 3803 2798 3837 

2000 5429 3003 4056 7059 2959 2516 

2001 3400 3296 10425 13721 3455 3617 

2002 3636 3795 7687 11482 3794 4111 

2003 2892 4256 2372 6628 4059 3767 

2004 4042 3812 4368 8180 4033 3281 

2005 3622 3290 5277 8567 3931 3424 

Total  56228 33757 39777 73534 35684 33997 

Annual 

Average 
5623 3376 3978 7353 3568 3400 

  

 *      Includes Backlog 

 **    Estimated 

 ***  Slight discrepancy between the closed acres listed in this column and the cut 

acres listed in 3210.1 due to variations in bookkeeping methods between county and 

state. 
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From the tables shown above it is apparent that Marinette County has made great strides 

in the last ten years to meet the resource needs for many of the major species.  Increases 

in harvested acres, mainly in the last three years are due in great part to the addition of 

staff and state contributions through the new time standards. The discrepancies between 

the aspen and northern hardwood acreage needs and established is accounted for in the 

acres updated in Lieu of Timber Sales. Annual planning meetings address the needs, and 

activities are modified so as to accomplish the management goals and objectives using 

the recon printout as a guide.   

 

 

3330 FLORA / FAUNA 

The last decade has seen certain changes in the composition of stands on the county 

forest, mainly in the under-story.  Examples include: 

 
-  Loss of aspen regeneration due to over-browsing in areas of high deer concentration. 

-  Cedar and hemlock regeneration becoming established due to mild winters,  resulting     

   in less concentration of deer in certain areas.        

-  Ironwood regeneration in hardwood and oak stands.  These stands are being considered 

    for herbicide and/or prescribed burning treatments to prepare for desired regeneration  

    of maple or oak. 

-  Red pine regeneration in red pine plantation following the thin of stands prior to good  

   seed crop years. 

-  Red maple regeneration in red pine plantations on heavier soils, mainly in the north. 

-  Conifer and hardwood regeneration in mature jack pine stands declining in health. 

-  active wolf territories have gone from none to three or four known territories utilizing  

   county forest lands 

-  bear bait survey indicate populations have increased 

-  deer populations continue to fluctuate, generally speaking the past four years have seen 

    deer populations below or at established population goals 

 
All of the above situations and others present different challenges to the long-range 

management of the various stands.  Handling each on a case-by-case basis rather than a 
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one-prescription-fits-all policy will be the most effective way to insure continued 

productivity. 

 
3340 RECREATIONAL USE 

 

During the last planning period camping opportunities in the Marinette County Forest 

have remained somewhat stable.  Recreational trails however have increased.  

Snowmobile trails have added 33.7 miles while ATV trails increased by 21.5 miles.  

Hiking trails have had an increased interest over the period.  We have added 2.2 miles of 

trials with another 5.6 miles proposed for 2006.  The Lake Noquebay Trail is maintained 

by volunteers and has been used for hiking, mountain biking and cross country skiing. 

  

 

 

 

3350    HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FORESTS  

  

Several of the High Conservation Value Forest areas identified in chapter 850 have 

experienced changes in recent years mainly due to natural factors including severe wind 

damage and heavy snows.  These events create canopy gaps throughout the stands 

allowing for regeneration opportunities for species such as hemlock, maple, American 

beech and white cedar.  An example of monitoring of these events is a recently completed 

salvage harvest of northern hardwood/beech/hemlock blow-down in section 12, T34N 

R17E, Town of Silver Cliff, directly across County Highway I (Parkway Road) from the 

Marinette County Beech Forest, a state natural and scientific area which also sustained 

severe wind damage but will not have salvage operations conducted.  These two areas 

will be contrasted over time to examine the results of human intervention in natural 

events versus nonintervention.  The results could have future impacts on management 

decisions in the areas of timber, fire and aesthetic management.  Other monitoring of 

these areas of exceptional resources include reviewing BMP’s and the impacts of timber 

harvesting and road construction on water quality, especially in areas of exceptional 

water resources such as the Pike River.  In addition, maintenance of openings such as the 
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Shrine Road  Openings, Athelstane Barrens and Dunbar Barrens through prescribed burns 

and herbicide applications is well documented.  

 

3360 ROADS & ACCESS 
 
The majority of the goals and objectives of the last plan were met or exceeded during the 

ten-year period.  The primary road system was maintained and improved, bringing at 

least ten miles of trail up to state Department of Transportation specifications annually, 

insuring continued funding.  A full inventory of the secondary roads was funded by 

Wildlife Habitat Funds and conducted using GPS. This data was used to generate a layer 

in the new digitized recon program (Raven) and annual meetings are held to determine 

which of these trails are excess and can be eliminated by the use of berms and gates. 

The new County Forest Roads proposed in the last plan were not constructed but are 

included in this plan for additions to the County Forest Road system (see Chapter 1000). 

The Access Management Plan was not completed during that period but is now complete 

and included in Chapter 800 of this plan. 
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