


































What Up with Land & Water
Beginning with our 2014 annual conference, the Wisconsin 
Land and Water Conservation Association (WLWCA) launched 
its new logo that reflects our new organization as a merged 
association of land conservation supervisors and staff. As 
advocates of locally led conservation we work to bring land, 
water, and people together for a brighter future. In the next 
months, look for our new website featuring this new design and 
improved functionality for you. 

Nearly 360 individuals attended the 2014 conference at the 
Paper Valley Hotel in Appleton. The program included learning 
opportunities on state and federal conservation programs 
and funding, presentations on county conservation successes, 
and technical sessions on the implementation of state and 
federal conservation practice standards.  The WLWCA Raffle 
generated over $3,000 to help sponsor training opportunities 
for members.  The annual silent auction netted over $3,700 
to support youth education programming. Thanks to all who 
participated and to our volunteers who worked so hard to 
organize these fun and worthwhile events. 

Our keynote speaker, Gordon Stevenson, fired up the crowd 
with observations about where we’ve been, where we are, and 
where we need to go in land and water conservation. With over 
30 years of experience on non-point source control programs 
with Wisconsin DNR, Gordon saw programs make progress and 
then fall back. But, looking forward he said, 

“…what will matter in the 21st century are the values 
that we share: that saving the topsoil and protecting 
the water are how we will live on this piece of land 
called Wisconsin…without spoiling it.”  

The 2014 Land and Water Conservation Board elections were 
held during the annual business meeting.  Dale Hood, Grant 
County; Joe Piechowski, Waushara County; and Chuck Wagner, 
Kewaunee County were elected to the Board. 

A resolution regarding high-capacity wells and groundwater was 
approved by the Association and can be found on our website 
under Governance. This resolution advocates the application of 
the latest science related to the impacts of high-capacity wells 
on ground and surface water resources before enacting new 
legislation regarding permits for high-capacity wells. 

Congratulations to the following conservation award winners:
Friend of Conservation:  Kathryn McKenzie, Douglas County
Outstanding Supervisor:  Monte G. Osterman, Racine County
Outstanding Conservation Technician:  Shane  
   Wucherpfennig, Wood County
Outstanding County Conservationist:  Chase Cummings, 
    Pepin County
Conservation Farmer of the Year:  Dudley “Joe” and Marian 
    Smith/Smith Farms, Eau Claire County

Mark your calendars for September 12th when Smith Farms will 
be hosting Conservation Observance Day.

Thanks to our sponsors: Conserve School; River Alliance of 
Wisconsin; Wisconsin Farmers Union; The Nature Conservancy; 
Trout Unlimited; and, agency partners: DATCP, WDNR, USDA 
– NRCS; and, the UW Extension. We greatly appreciate their 
collaborative efforts and spirit throughout the year. 

A big thank you and fond farewell to Brooke Weber who 
departed WLWCA at the end of February.  In Brooke’s time with 
the association she helped advance our efforts with DATCP to 
re-energize statewide conservation training efforts.  She led our 
website redesign, developed outreach materials, and established 
a social media presence for WLWCA. We’ll miss you Brooke! 
WLWCA is currently in the process of rehiring Brooke’s Training 
and Outreach Programs Specialist position.  The applications 
closed on April 11th and interviews are scheduled for early May.   

- Jim VandenBrook , Executive Director
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2014 Wisconsin Envirothon
This year’s Envirothon was held in Tomahawk at Treehaven 
on April 17th. Wisconsin Envirothon is Wisconsin’s ultimate 
middle and high school environmental science challenge where 
teams of five high school or middle school students participate 
in the hands-on field challenges designed by natural resources 
professionals and educators.  The exams are based on Forestry, 
Soils/Land Use, Aquatic Ecology, and Wildlife.
 
Schools from across the state braved the 10 inches of snow 
that hit Treehaven. Despite having to move the testing stations 
inside, the students were in good spirits participating and 
testing their classroom knowledge.  The teams also participated 
in creating a team presentation based on the current issue - 
Sustainable Local Agriculture/Locally Grown Foods. The team 
presentations provide them an opportunity to articulate today’s 
critical environmental concerns and to develop the skills to 
communicate the conservation ethic in whatever scholastic, 
career or civic choices lie ahead. 

“Envirothon is a wonderful experience for 
anybody who is thinking about a career in natural 
resources or just wants to know more about the 
world they live in. I had so much fun participating 
and learning. I recommend this experience for 
anybody,” said Emma Wallander, Luxemburg-Casco 
high school student.

The Wisconsin Envirothon is a program of the WLWCA’s Youth 
and Education Committee and is made possible by the many 
generous volunteers made up of natural resource professionals 
and educators. The Wisconsin Envirothon also relies on the 
volunteer and financial support of many of our supporters 
such as Conserve School, numerous County Land and Water 

Youth Poster & Speaking Contest
The 57th annual State Conservation Awareness Poster and Speaking Contests were held in 
Appleton on March 10th.  Volunteers from county land conservation departments, natural 
resource state agencies, and Fox Speaks Toastmasters club helped judge the contests. The 
first place winning speaker from each division presented their award-winning speech at 
the WLWCA Annual Conference luncheon on Monday to a crowd of over 300 conservation 
professionals from across the state. Mariah Haberman, host of Discover Wisconsin, and Jim 
VandenBrook presented the winners with trophies and recognized all of the students for 
their outstanding work and their interest in conservation. 

The winning speeches ranged in topics from the value of wetlands, to the need for sound 
management of frac sand mining operations, to discussing how dependent we are on 
abundant supplies of clean water. This year’s poster contest theme was “Dig Deeper - 
Mysteries in the Soil”. The first place posters will represent Wisconsin at the National 
Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) Poster Contest held in New Orleans.

 “These pint-sized conservation advocates were so fearless! It sure was refreshing (and 
comforting!) to hear the passionate opinions of our next generation,” said Haberman.

Conservation Departments, Trees for Tomorrow, WI Association 
for Environmental Education, Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction and Wisconsin Green Schools Network among 
others. 

First Place Winning Teams:

For a complete list of second and third place winners, please 
visit our website at: www.wlwca.org.
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Luxemburg-Casco High School students won 1st place in  the Team Presentations and  
won Overall in the High School Division.

Breanna  Weiland, Waupaca County, wins first 
place for her speech, “The World’s Greatest Sponge” 
in the Elementary Division of the Speaking Contest.

Aquatic Ecology:  
Middleton High & 

Island City Academy Middle

Forestry:  
Middleton High & 

Island City Academy Middle

Soils and Land Use:  
Luxemburg-Casco High & 

Island City Academy Middle

Wildlife:  
Luxemburg-Casco High & 

Island City Academy Middle

Team Presentations:  
Luxemburg-Casco High & 

Island City Academy Middle

Overall:  
Luxemburg-Casco High & 

Island City Academy Middle



Board of Directors

Standards Oversight Council
Using the SOC process, DNR published the permeable pavement 
technical standard to provide guidance on best practices for 
designing and installing permeable pavement systems that 
achieve desired water quality benefits. This new standard will 
provide an additional tool for designers to meet state and local 
water quality and infiltration performance standards. An initial 
overview of the standard was held on April 17th through Water 
Star Wisconsin webinar series. The presentation will be available 
on their website at www.waterstarwisconsin.org. Additional 
webinars and in-field training opportunities are being scheduled 
for later this summer and fall. 

NRCS has updated more than 15 practice standards and several 
updated job sheets and drawings this spring.  Standards 632, 
Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility, and 350, Sediment 
Basin, were open for comment in March and are in the process 
of final drafting.  More information on these updates can be 
found at http://socwisconsin.org/category/news/.

The Standards Oversight Council recently released the 
2013 SOC Annual Report to share a summary of our recent 
accomplishments and ongoing activities. The report includes 
2013 highlights, summarizes team progress on the Nutrient 
Management standard and Permeable Pavement standard, 
and outlines progress on improving participation and 
communication. The report is located on our website at http://
socwisconsin.org/our-work/soc-publications/. If you would like 
a hard copy please contact gini@wlwca.org.  

We invite you to learn more about the upcoming practice 
standards that are planned for revision by reviewing the 2014 - 
2015 SOC Work Plan at www.socwisconsin.org.

Conservation Training
Working with Lisa Schultz (DATCP), WLWCA helped organize 
and put on a conservation training session for 16 new LCD 
employees.  DATCP, DNR, and NRCS staff provided a day-long 
session covering the state and federal programs and procedures 
that are implemented by county staff.  It has been many years 
since this type of training was offered and participants found 
it very useful based on the positive feedback from course 
evaluations.  This training will likely be offered twice a year. 

The State Interagency Training Committee will be meeting in 
May to refine the priority list of trainings that conservation 
professionals have said they need. In the latter half of 2014 look 
for “Train the Trainer” type sessions for Nutrient Management 
Farmer Education courses.  After the recent county board 
elections, new land conservation committee members have been 
appointed and area training for LCCs is offered by WLWCA.  
Chris Schlutt and Jim VandenBrook are working with area 
representatives to set up training sessions. 
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Area 1: Lake Michigan
Chuck Wagner, Chair
Kewaunee County LWCC

Bill Schuster, Treasurer 
Door County SWCD

Area 2: Lake Winnebago
Greg Baneck, Vice Chair
Outagamie County LCD

Joe Piechowski 
Waushara County LWEC

Area 3: Southeast
Peter Sorce
Washington County LCC

Perry Lindquist, Sec’y
Waukesha County LRD 

Area 4: Southern
Kurt Calkins
Columbia County LWCD

Dale Hood
Grant County LCC

Area 5: Western
Marilyn Pedretti
La Crosse County PR&DC

Ben Wojahn
Vernon County LWCD

Area 6: West Central
Fritz Garbisch
Clark County LCC

Kelly Jacobs
Eau Claire County LCD

Area 7: Northwestern
Tom Fratt
Ashland County LCD

Vacant
Iron County LCC

Area 8: North Central
Tom Rudolph
Oneida County C&UEC

Carolyn Scholl
Vilas County LWCD

Staff
Jim VandenBrook - Executive Director
Kim Warkentin - Office Manager/Youth Programs
Chris Schlutt - Training & Outreach Programs
Gini Knight - Standards Oversight Council
Vacant - Training & Outreach Programs

Legislative Update
The Spring session of the Wisconsin legislature concluded 
a few weeks ago and most of the bills passed are expected 
to receive the Governor’s signature by May 1st.  SB 547, 
the phosphorus bill, which included some changes WLWCA 
proposed and then supported as amended, is scheduled to be 
signed by the Governor on April 23rd.  The expected law would 
grant a statewide variance to phosphorus discharge limits for 
municipal waste treatment facilities, paper and cheese-making 
facilities, and others with permits if they fund non-point 
source reductions, primarily through county land conservation 
offices.  Assuming EPA allows this variance option, it could mean 
roughly $7.5 to $20 million for non-point work in counties.   
WLWCA opposed both frac-sand mining bills and neither 
advanced in the legislature. WLWCA supported TAX 18, the 
rule change to use-value assessment which will now allow most 
wetlands enrolled in conservation programs to be eligible for the 
lower tax assessment.  



Calendar of Events
Executive Committee meeting    May 1
Spring County Conservationist meeting, WI Rapids  May 8 - 9
WI State Technical Committee meeting, Madison  May 15
Standards Oversight Council meeting, Madison  May 21
Northwest Land & Water Conservation Area meeting May 29
Lake Michigan Land & Water Conservation Area meeting May 30
Land & Water Conservation Board meeting, Madison June 3
WLWCA Technical Committee meeting, Stevens Point June 6
WLWCA BOD meeting, Stevens Point   June 12
Northwest Land & Water Conservation Area meeting June 13
Outreach and Education Committee meeting  June TBD
WLWCA Youth Conservation Camp in Vilas Co.  June 23-27

Registration DEADLINE is June 9, 2014. 
Register online www.vilasconservation.org.
More information contact: Carolyn Scholl at (715) 479-3682.

Sand Lake Youth Conservation Camp in Marinette Co. June 25-27
Registration DEADLINE is May 30, 2014. 
Register online www.marinettecounty.com.
More information contact: Anne Bartels at (715) 732-7784.

For more information and events visit www.wlwca.org/eventscalendar.html

Wisconsin Land & Water 
Conservation Association, Inc.
702 East Johnson Street
Madison, WI 53703-1533
(608) 441-2677
www.wlwca.org
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