
‘Discover What’s Underground’ Mural Key 
From left to right 

 
 

1. Eastern white cedar, also called Northern white cedar or “Arbor-vitae” (meaning ‘tree of life’ – may be to medicinal uses by early pioneers & 
Native Americans).  It is a favored deer food in winter, and produces seed-bearing cones like pine trees.  They prefer moist or wet soils.  

 
2. Black bears are our only bear species in Wisconsin. They are very adaptable and can live in forests, wetlands, prairies, and farmlands – 

and even in our backyards at times. They are omnivorous, eating both plant and animal matter.  They can run up to 35 miles per hour and 
rely on smell to find most of its food.  Most are black in color but sometimes are tan or b rown.    

 
3. White-tailed deer fawn depend on their spotted camouflage for protection.  Fawns will stay in a spot still until the mother comes; and you 

should leave it alone if you find one! Listen, do you hear the mother snorting a warning that danger (the bear) is nearby?  
 

4. Raspberry bushes provide a food source for many wildlife species, and the thorny brambles make good cover for birds and small 
mammals.  Besides being a food source, people have also used plant parts for medicinal purposes.    

 
5. Little brown bats eat insects and use echolocation (high-pitched sounds) like radar to find food. They can eat hundreds of mosquitoes in 

one night! Holy insects, Batman! 
 

6. Great horned owls are large, bulky birds whose ‘horns’ are really just ear tuft feathers.  They prey on mostly small mammals like mice, 
rabbits, weasels, squirrels, as well as snakes and frogs. They are adapted for ‘stealth’ flight with fringed feathers.  

 
7. Canada geese feed on insects, aquatic plants, and terrestrial plants like grasses, clovers, grains, and corn. They are hardly ever mistaken 

for any other bird with its gray color, black head/neck, and white ‘chin strap’. They were extirpated (killed off) from Wisconsin in the 1900s 
and reintroduced in the 1930s on federal refuges, and to local and state lands in the 1960s.  

 
8. Mallards are a common wetland bird, and like geese, eat aquatic plants and insects. Its webbed feet help it swim and dive for food.  

 
9. Red-winged blackbirds eat insects, fruits, and seeds.  Find any wet or moist habitat in Wisconsin and there you'll find the common red-

winged blackbird. The male red-wings return to Wisconsin from their warm southern winter vacation in late February and early March. The 
female is well-camouflaged to blend in with the cattails, and the male shows off his bright red shoulder patches.  

 
10. Cattails are very common to Wisconsin's marshes, ponds, ditches, rivers and lakes. Cattails grow in wet areas in dense groups. You'll see 

the 2-10 foot tall sword-like leaves pointing up to the sky with a hearty stalk standing between them. Atop the stalk you'll see its signature 
long oval brown spike, which turns fluffy with seedheads after pollination.  People have used the seedhead fluff for many things including 
diapering & quilt stuffing. The starchy rootstocks are edible and provide a food source for wildlife, and the colonies provide shelter for wildlife 
such as birds and muskrats.   

 
11.  Arrowhead’s long slender arrow-shaped leaves extend on tall (1-5 foot) stalks and point towards the sun. You'll find them in stream and 

pond edges, marshes, and swamps all over North America. Their small, potato-like tuber (near the root) provides a tasty treat for ducks and 



muskrats. The "Wapato," as it is called by the Native Americans, was a regular part of Native American meals and was also eaten by early 
voyagers like Lewis and Clark.  

 
12.  Pickerelweed grows in shallow water and at one time was thought to spontaneously breed the pickerel fish.  Although not true, pickerel do 

favor the habitat the weed provides.  Submerged portions of all aquatic plants provide habitats for many micro and macro invertebrates. 
These invertebrates in turn are used as food by fish and other wildlife species (e.g. amphibians, reptiles, ducks, etc). After aquatic plants die, 
their decomposition by bacteria and fungi provides food (called “detritus”) for many aquatic invertebrates. Ducks will consume the seeds of 
pickerelweed while muskrats and nutria will consume the rhizomes and base.  

 
13.  Water lilies have flattened globe-like floating leaves and hollow stems, which help air move down to the underwater roots. Lilies are eaten 

by moose (leaves); beaver, muskrat & porcupine (entire plant); and ducks (seeds).  Wetland plants can help improve water quality by 
filtering sediment, chemical pollution, acids, and other materials as the water passes through the wetland area.  They also can help with 
flood control by acting like ‘sponges’ to absorb excess water, and provide habitat for a large variety of plant and animal species.  

 
14.  American toads are stocky, bumpy-skinned amphibians. Although they do need to lay eggs in water, they spend most of their time under 

leaf litter, logs, and soil.  They are carnivores, eating insects, millipedes, worms, spiders, and other invertebrates. It does not cause warts 
(that is from a virus), but it does have a special gland that emits a toxin to repel predators, and sometimes this toxin can affect people with 
sensitive skin.  

 
15.   Mussels & clams live underwater and filter feed algae from the water. They provide food for animals like otters and raccoons.  

 
16.  Crayfish are related to lobsters and crabs.  They are carnivorous scavengers who feed on decaying matter, fish and insects.  In turn, they 

are eaten by many other aquatic animals.   
 

17.  Great blue herons feed in shallow waters for fish, frogs, and aquatic insects using their long neck and legs. They also hunt on land for 
small mammals and reptiles. They are about 4 feet tall with a wingspan almost 6 feet wide.  

 
18.  Belted kingfishers hover over water and then dive in to catch their food, which consists mostly of fish and amphibians. 

 
19.  Sweet pepperbush is a leafy wetland shrub with spicy-scented white flowers.  

 
20.  Yellow ladies slippers are one of the 50 members of the orchid family in Wisconsin.  It prefers wet, shady woods and wetland habitats, 

and requires a special fungus growing on the roots to survive.  They should not be picked or disturbed, and enjoyed in the wild only.  
 

21.  Wild rose is the country cousin of the cultivated rose. It blooms in early summer and has many other common names: prairie rose, swamp 
rose, pasture/meadow rose, and prickly rose. There are over 3,000 species of wild roses worldwide.  The edible fruit, known as the ‘hip’, 
blooms in late summer and is a favored wildlife food. People use it for making jellies and for rosehip tea - rosehips contain 60 times more 
vitamin C than oranges, gram for gram!  

 
22.  Pine trees are a common sight in the Northwoods.  Pines, spruces, hemlocks, and fir trees are referred to as coniferous for the fruit they 

bear – a cone-shaped structure that protects its seeds. They don’t drop their leaves all at once in the fall like oaks, maples, birches, and 



elms (deciduous trees). However, there is an exception - the tamarack, a wetland pine species, turns a golden yellow color in fall and does 
in fact drop its needles all at once.  

 
23.  White or paper birch is named for the white, paper-thin bark.  The bark can be used to make canoes, baskets, and other containers, since 

it is light and waterproof.  It grows in moist soils and is one of the first species to grow in an area after a fire or other disturbance. 
 

24.  Gray squirrels live in woodlands, cities, and parks.  They are omnivores and well-adapted to people, eating out of our gardens, yards, and 
birdfeeders.  They feed on nuts, seeds, fruits, insects, bird eggs and baby birds, and mice.  It is the most commonly seen mammal in 
Wisconsin and is a prey species for many other animals.  

 
25.  Blanding’s turtle is a threatened species mainly due to habitat loss of wetlands and adjacent upland areas. Their dark, mottled ‘helmet’-like 

shell and yellow chin & throat is a good identifying feature. Like all turtles, they are toothless but have a sharp-edged horny jaw that can help 
grab prey or rip vegetation.  

 
26.  Raccoons are omnivores, eating fish, amphibians & reptiles, bird eggs, small mammals, invertebrates, seeds, berries, fruits and nuts. They 

are well-adapted to people and found in almost all habitats from wetlands and prairies to woodlands and urban areas. They are nocturnal 
(active at night) and active year-round, but will sleep in a den during deep cold spells in the winter.   

 
27.  Showy flamecap, or big laughing mushroom, is a fungus found in stumps, logs, and buried wood in forests. Fungi are decomposers, 

breaking down organic matter to return nutrients to the soil. This is a poisonous species – non-edible!   
 

28.  Common or yellow morels are edible mushrooms. They are found in moist woods and are used as a cooked vegetable, usually sautéed 
with butter. The camp is oval and deeply pitted, with whitish ridges.   

 
29.  Garter snakes are Wisconsin's most abundant snake. It is found in every county of the state and in nearly every habitat type,  although they 

have a preference for forest and woodlot edges. They can sometimes be found communally "denning" in very large numbers. They like to 
eat frogs, toads, salamanders, fish, earthworms, and insects. 

 
30.  Blueberry bushes are a common sight in the Northwoods.  Like raspberries, both humans and wildlife use the berries for food and are 

quite popular. They prefer sandy, acidic soils in forests, wetlands, and bog areas and full sun.   
 

31.  Cottontail rabbits are a very common mammal in almost all types of habitats; they are comfortable on our laws, in our forests and fields, 
and in farmlands and thickets.  They are herbivores that feed on grass, dandelions, wildflowers & garden vegetables in spring; in winter they 
eat bark and woody plants. They are preyed upon by many other wildlife species.  

 
32.  Red foxes are cousins to coyotes and wolves and are the most widely distributed of the wild dogs in the world, ranging across North 

America, Asia, Europe, and northern Africa. They are very intelligent omnivores, feeding on small mammals, berries, applies, nuts fish, and 
carrion.  Their reddish coat is easy to identify, and they always have a white tail tip – the gray fox has a black tail tip.  

 
33.   Red-headed woodpeckers are the only Wisconsin woodpecker with an entirely red head. They prefer open or edge woodlands with lots of 

dead trees, since they aren’t as proficient at excavating holes in trees as other species.  They eat insects, fruit, nuts and seeds and will store 
acorns and other nuts.  



 
34.  Forest snails are one of the most common terrestrial snails in North America.  They are herbivores and prefer moist woodlands.  They are 

food for small mammals, birds, and toads.   
 

35.   Blue spotted salamanders are amphibians like frogs, going through a metamorphosis from egg to an aquatic larvae phase before 
becoming an adult. They prefer cool, damp habitats so are often found under decaying logs, leaf litter, and soils in moist forests.  All 
salamanders are carnivores, eating insects, worms, millipedes & centipedes, spiders, and slugs.  

 
36.  Mosses thrive in moist conditions and don’t have true roots, getting all their nutrients from rain, snow, humidity, dust or organic matter that 

collects on it. They are decomposers like fungi that help break down decaying wood.  
 

37.  Virginia bluebells, also known as lungwort, is a native perennial that blooms in springtime.  They prefer wet, shady areas in clearings and 
along the edges of deciduous woodlands.  

 
38.  White trillium is also called large-flowered trillium and a native perennial like the bluebell.  They form a beautiful carpet of white and green 

in early springtime in the moist woods where they live.  This is one of four species of trillium found in Wisconsin and is a protected species 
that should never be picked or dug up.   

 
39.  Jack in the pulpit, another springtime woodland perennial, is also called Indian turnip because Native Americans collected its large 

taproots for food. It has a green or purplish brown striped ‘hood’ called a spathe that helps protect the tiny flowers underneath. This is an 
interesting plant because it starts off as a male plant with pollen, but as soon as enough nutrients and energy are stored up, it becomes a 
female plant with all female flowers!   

 
40.  Ostrich ferns and other ferns are one of the oldest groups of plants, and reproduce by spores as opposed to flowers and seeds. They 

prefer moist woodlands or wetland soils.  Young ferns are also called ‘fiddleheads’ and can be eaten as a salad addition or boiled.   
 

41.  Sulphur shelf is also known as ‘chicken-of-the-woods’ and grows on dead or injured trees. Its bright yellow and orange hues make it easy 
to identify and the ‘chicken’ name refers to its taste when cooked. As with all edible plants, especially fungi, take precautions in identification 
and preparation when cooking.  

 
42.  Oak trees belong to the beech family and are well-known for their seeds, the acorns. Of over 600 species of oak worldwide, about 60 occur 

in the United States. Common species in Wisconsin include white, red, black, bur, and northern pin oaks. Some species can live up to 200 
years.  

 
43.  Tree mosses most often grow thickest on the north side of trees because in the Northern hemisphere the north side receives less sunlight 

and won’t dry out as much as the southern side.  
 

44.  Ants are the most abundant form of life in the Great Lakes region and can be found in all types of habitats. They are social insects living in 
colonies generally located in wood or soil, and individuals have specialized functions.  Ants consume a wide range of food include nectar, 
seeds, fungi, foliage, other insects, and carrion.   

 



45.  White-footed mice live in woodlands, fields, and around dwellings.  They are good climbers and omnivorous, but eat mainly seeds and will 
store food for winter near its nest. They will enter a state of hibernation in the coldest winter months.  

 
46.  Tree frogs can change color with the temperature, humidity or habitat. They produce a sticky substance that helps them stick to smooth 

surfaces, which in addition to their suction-cup like toes, make them excellent climbers. They live in moist forests, woodland edges and 
ponds, and eat beetles and other insects.  

 
47.  White-breasted nuthatches eat insects and seeds, and are known for hopping head-first down tree trunks in search of food. They are 

found throughout Wisconsin year-round and will come to suet and birdfeeders.  This is one of seventeen nuthatch species worldwide.  
 

48.  Monarch butterflies are well-known to many people.  It is the only northern butterfly that annually migrates both north and south, just like 
some birds. The difference between monarch migration and bird migration is that monarchs are a generational migrant, while birds are 
individual migrants. This means that, while the same individual birds will return next year, the next generation of monarchs return, not the 
same individual butterflies. In spring they head north, breed along the way, and then die. Their offspring will return to the northern starting 
point, where they lay their eggs on milkweed plants. 

 
49.  Common milkweed grows in fields, meadows, and along roadsides. If you find milkweed, you're also likely to find monarch butterflies. The 

butterfly lays its eggs on milkweed plants, and the growing larvae (caterpillars) eat milkweed leaves. These leaves contain toxins that don't 
hurt the caterpillar, but make the caterpillar poisonous to most predators. Because it eats milkweed leaves as a caterpillar, the monarch 
butterfly is also poisonous. 

 
50.  Chipmunks live mostly in underground tunnels and store food in chambers.  They are always busily looking around, searching for food, or 

carrying food in their large cheek pouches to store somewhere for later. In winter, chipmunks partially hibernate, sometimes sleeping for 
weeks, but they also wake to eat or go leave the burrow and go outside.  Chipmunks often leave behind leftover piles of fruit pulp and pieces 
of shell from nuts they ate from nearby trees. Predators include foxes, weasels, and hawks and owls.  


